SPANISH CITY PLANNING
IN NORTH AMERICA
Dora P. Crouch, Daniel J. Carr
and Axel I. Undigo Cambridge:
The MIT Press Reviewed by
Thomas Chavez 1982. xxii, 298
p.p.
illustrations ,
notes ,
bibliography. $35.00
In 1573 Spain established the
Laws of the Indies to govern settlements in the Americas. Reflecting Renaissance tastes, the ordinance , included details for city
government plans and locations.
These standards came to be
established with various shades of
compliance in the New World. In
this tome an architectural
historican, a planner and an urban
sociologist trace the application of
laws on New Spain's far northern
frontier, the present American
Southwest. Their study is divided
into three sections. The first is a
new translation of the pertinent
codes. Second is a study of the
code's influence on Santa Fe, ew
Mexico, St. Louis, Missouri, and
Los Angeles, California. The last
third of the book uses California as
an example of the disintegration of
the, by then, centuries-old Spanish
codes. The mission, presidio and
pueblo roots of various west coast
communities are discusssed and
Monterey, Santa Barbara, San
Diego, along with Los Angeles, get
special treatment.

Kern Smith, AlA
Begins A New Career

While Spanish city planning in
North America is a legitimate and
very interesting topic, there are
some problems with this book. The
authors' obvious strength is
California history. For this reason
the narrative becomes disjointed
with the insertion of St. Louis and
Santa Fe. These two diversions
become even weaker by the
authors' incorrect attempts to set
up California's history as typical of
the northern frontier. Another
serious omission is the failure to explain fully the influence of the
Bourbon reforms in the last half of
the eighteenth century. St. Louis
and the California communities
really operated under nothing else
but Bourbon administrations. Only
Santa Fe was founded before the
reforms and can be directly linked
to the Laws of the Indies . One example will suffice to illustrate the
errors of fact that may have led to
some partially inaccurate assumptions. The caption to an illustration
of the Santa Fe River describes that
drawing incorrectly as an irrigation ditch that began from a spring
near the cathedral.
The section on California's
history is also misleading. Mexico's
neglect after independence and
California's subsequent frontier
problems cannot be understood fully without some comprehension of
Mexico's economic and political
problems. In that context, Mexico

could not have helped much at all
- and that is something less than
neglect. A final source of annoyance is the inconsistent use of
Hispanic surnames.
The idea for Spanish City Planning in North America apparently
originated with John Reps and Dan
Stanislawski, both of whom have
written on the topic. This tome will
continue to stimulate study in the
field . There are some valid points
and none more so than the commentary on California's abrupt
transition from a pastoral Mexican
society, its mores and how arranged space reflects society's standards. Architecture and city planning do reflect people. As formal as
law may be, people, especially on
the frontier, will vary in their compliance. Adherence to the Hispanic
plan as listed in the laws of the Indies was not of much concern on
the frontier. Planning became an
issue by the late 1840s and by that
time the Anglo-American was
ready to impose his own tastes.
Spanish city planning and how it
has survived to become a part of
this continent's milieu is interesting. The book challenges
students to delve into this relatively
new topic. At the very least, every
southwestern city planner should
consider the issues raised in this
book as part of the context in which
they must work.
T.C.

January 1, 1984, brought major
changes in the life of Kern Smith ,
Architect, who has practiced Architecture in the Stat e of New Mexico for the past 33 - V2 yea rs. He
and his wife, Oleta , moved to
Denver, Colorado, where they will
continu e th e manufa ctur er s
repr esentative firm of K. O. Smith.
Kern , who has been the principal
architect of Kern Smith , Durham
and Associates of Carlsbad, will
continue workin g on a consultant
basis.
Mr. Smith att ended the School of
Architecture at the University of

California , Berkeley Campus,
graduating in 1948. He has been
enga ged in design and construction
since 1940, and established his architectural firm in Carlsbad on
June 12, 1951.
Since the opening of the firm ,
buildings have been designed and
built in many ew Mexico, Texas,
Colorado, and Arizona towns. The
main stays of Kern's practice have
been simple design utilizing a good
grade of construction, while keeping the client's budget in mind,
resulting in many repeat jobs for
the firm .
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Although earlier practice included single and multi-family
residences, the principal role of the
firm has been in public building
construction, primarily schools.
University and college work has
also been a major part of the firm's
work, which includes a new
auditorium for the New Mexico
School for the Deaf in Santa Fe.
The firm has also done over 15 projects for New Mexico Highlands
University, and 18 projects for New
Mexico Junior College at Hobbs.
The largest project the firm has
completed was the building of the
complete campus of New Mexico
State University at Carlsbad, for a
cost of just under 5 million. In all,
over 190 projects for public schools
and college / university facilities
were done, which included many
repeat jobs with the firm. Hospital,
Retirement and Nursing Home projects have been another facet of
Kern's career. Landsun Homes, a
Methodist Retirement Center in
Carlsbad, has provided the most
extensive work.
During his career, Kern has
employed over 50 individuals in
operating a 2 to 10 man firm. Some
43 of this number later became
licensed architects and entered into
private practice. Undoubtedly he
will continue to have an effect on
architecture for many years
through these men.
To service projects in remote
areas of New Mexico, Kern piloted
his own Cessna plane over
thousands of miles and has logged
just under 7,000 hours. He continues to serve as his own pilot, and
will fly to projects from his new
home in Denver.
Kern is a registered architect in
seven southwestern states. For the
most part of his career in Carlsbad
he was a member of the American
Institute of Architects, and has
served as President of the New
Mexico Southern Chapter and of
the New Mexico Society when there
was only one State Chapter. He
was a member of the New Mexico
Board of Examiners from 1956 to
1963.

Kern Smith is not retiring - but
he is entering a new phase of his
career. He plans to continue consulting, primarily in the field of
Banks and Savings & Loans.
B.D.

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Dear Mr. Conron,
I read with sadness the article of
Mr. Regan Young on the Wellington Clubhouse, (May/June
1983). I consider it unfortunate
that New Mexico, a State with
strong architectural heritage and
uniquesness in its contribution to
recent architecture, seems to be
courting with Post-Modern
historicist irrelevancies. In all the
frenzy of recent plagiarism and set
design of the absurd New Mexico's
achievements on energy conscious
architecture (Mazria-Taos Architects and many others all over
the State) as well as its unique interpretation of regionally relevant
modernism (Predock and all the
other good architects of the State)
seemed to some of us as an oasis of
sanity and as one of the few remaining paradigms of sane and
relevant American Architecture. It
will be great loss if we miss it.
Why follow when you have
created and can further develop in
creating your own?
Thanks for the hospitality,
Anthony C. Antoniades, AlA, AICP
Professor of Architecturel UTA
ACA /cs

Editor's Note: Professor Antoniades
taught architecture at the University of
New Mexico before moving to Texas. It
was during those years in our state that
he developed a strong interest in and
knowledge of the architectural heritage
of New Mexico. Four articles by Antoniades have appeared in NMA.
November /December 1971, September /October 1973, July/August
1974 and January/February 1976.
fPC
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MEXICAN AND NEW
MEXICAN ART COMBINE
IN NEW EXHIBIT AT THE
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
The opening of" A Spirit Shared:
Twentieth-Century Art in Mexico
and New Mexico," was celebrated
at the Museum of New Mexico's
Museum of Fine Arts with a public
reception from 3 to 5 p.m. Sunday,
March 4.
The exhibition looks at the close
cultural ties between artists of Mexico and New Mexico, with examples from the early 20th century
to the present. Paintings, drawings
and prints reflect similarities in the
history and daily lives of the two
locations.
The traditional Mexican
muralists Jose Clemente Orozco,
Diego Rivera and David Alfaro Siqueiros are included with their
abstract counterparts Gunther
Gerzso and Carlos Merida.
New Mexico artists are
represented by Antonio Alvarez,
Ruben Gonzalez, Gilberto Guzman, Luis Jimenez Jr., Carlos Ruiz
Lolas, Pola Lopez De Jaramillo,
Miguel Martinez, Sergio Moyano,
Edwin Rivera, Gloria Roybal,
Francisco Sanabria, Mark Spencer,
Barbara Stevens and Frederico
Vigil.
The Museum of Fine Arts, a unit
of the Museum of New Mexico, is
located on the northwest corner of
the Plaza in Santa Fe. The museum
is open Tuesday through Sunday
from 9 a.rn. to 4:45 p.rn. Admission is free, donation suggested.
For more information call
827-6460.
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